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“It was with a happy heart that the 
good Odysseus spread his sail to catch 
the wind and used his seamanship 
to keep his boat straight with the 
steering-oar” 

Homer
Greek poet, ca. 8th century B.C.
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One-Design Sailing 

Symposium

Who’s Who

“No matter how important a man at 
sea may consider himself, unless he 
is fundamentally worthy the sea will 
someday fi nd him out.” 

Felix Riesenberg
American author  1879 – 1939
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Jerelyn Biehl
Welcome, Introductions, Door Prizes – ODSS … What’s it All About?
Panelist: vClubs/Classes Working Together to Create Great Regattas

Jerelyn has been sailing dinghies since before she 
was born.  Having competed in four Snipe Women’s 
World Championships, two Rolex IWKC and as US 
Women’s Snipe National Champion, her roots are 
solely one-design.  Sean & Jerelyn have two boys that 

are also dinghy sailors: Graham (2008 Olympian!) 
& Cameron.  Jerelyn is a partner in One Design 
Management, which focuses on managing various 
one design classes.

Don Becker
Club Judge Workshop

Don Becker is a US SAILING Senior Judge 
and Umpire and has been appointed by ISAF as an 
International Judge and International Umpire. He 
has worked at high level events in California and 
around the world both as a judge and umpire. He 

also serves as Chair of the US SAILING Judges 
Committee, and is a member of the US SAILING 
Umpires Committee. He is a retired Optometrist, 
still an active sailor in southern California, and enjoys 
messing around with old cars in his spare time

Janet Baxter
Crew School/ “Crew U”

Janet Baxter was President of US SAILING from 
2003 through 2007.  She joined the Board in 1987, 
representing the One-Design Class Council.  Her 
fi rst duties included seminars on fl eet building and 
sportsmanship.  She learned to sail at Chicago Yacht 
Club, and raced dinghies in college and frostbiting 

(Lehman 10, 420, FJ, Coronado 15, Laser, etc).  
Now Janet races primarily on one design keelboats, 
particularly Beneteau 36.7s and T-10s and enjoys 
learning and sharing techniques for building local 
fl eets, involving industry professionals and engaging 
women in sailing.

Vincent Casalaina
Video is More Than Just Eye Candy

Vincent has been shooting and producing video 
of sailboat racing for more than 35 years. He’s won 
two Emmys for his sailing work.  He’s also been 
team videographer for two America’s Cup teams.  
Vincent also sails Snipes.  He’s had success on the 

race course as Season Champion three times and 
has been active at in class administration at the club, 
district and national level for 20 years.  He sees video 
as a powerful tool for small boat classes that can reach 
out with compelling stories and dramatic pictures.

Mary’s introduction to sailing was at the age of 
25 when John – later to become her husband — had 
gone sailing with some friends and returned with a 
trophy. John purchased an old Snipe and rejoined the 
local Fleet in Lincoln NE, and she became his crew. 
Over the years, they’ve had the pleasure of traveling 
to many regattas and have made some wonderful 

friends. Mary’s now the Executive Administrator 
for Snipe Class International Racing Assn. - USA, 
Mary considers serving as Executive Administrator 
her opportunity to give back to the Class and to 
the sport of sailing in general, so that others can 
experience the fun and camaraderie she has known 
from the Snipe family!

Mary Buckley
Networking Lunch Overview
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Jan Davis
Networking Lunch Overview 
Lightning Boat Grant Program

Jan was born into a sailing family in Southern 
California; she learned to sail while visiting 
grandparents in Newport Harbor. Life brought Jan 
and her husband Steve to Denver and away from 
the world of sailing. They raised their children, and 
came to the time when it was clear the children 
were going to indeed leave the nest. They saw boats 
racing one evening on the local reservoir and went 

down, met the gang and bought their fi rst Lightning 
a week later. They started traveling to national and 
world events, and loved meeting the class members 
and returning to the world of sailing.

Jan is the former Lightning Class Secretary. She 
loves traveling around the world meeting wonderful 
people and hopefully sharing her enthusiasm for this 
wonderful sport and the class.

Sarah Davidson
One-Design & Insurance 101

Sarah is the Program Manager, One-Design 
Insurance Program for the Gowrie Group. She 
has been at the agency since 1999. She got deeply 
involved with junior sailing through her four children, 
ran the junior sailing program at Madison Beach 
Club, Madison, CT for six years as well as served 
for a brief time on the USODA and ISSA boards.  

As the ‘go to’ person for US SAILING vmembers, 
Sarah helps fi rst time boat owners navigate insurance, 
and to delivering last minute insurance requests for 
the Olympic team. “I thoroughly enjoy working with 
the entire membership, and being a sailor helps to 
anticipate what my clients need.”

Fried Elliot
Making Your Class Attractive–Photos Enhance Class Marketing Efforts
Photography Workshops

Fried Elliott is the Snipe and Star class 
photographer, which entails capturing and producing 
photographs and multimedia used for class 
communications, press coverage, advertising, fl eet 

building, and regatta participation. His photographs 
have appeared in publications and websites all over 
the world and his multimedia presentations of major 
events are not to be missed.

Jack Gierhart
E-Marketing and Sponsorship
Town Hall Forum: What Can US SAILING Do For One-Design?

Jack is the acting Executive Director of US 
SAILING. Jack has over 20 years of sales, 
marketing, and general management experience 
in the technology and marine industries.  In his 5+ 
years at US SAILING, Jack has lead the Marketing, 
Membership and IT departments, focusing on 
growing the organization’s membership base, 
marketing US SAILING’s broad array of services 
and products, growing sponsorship and licensing 
programs, as well as and improving the overall 
information technology infrastructure, content 
management and outgoing communications 
initiatives.   Jack was also the founder and CEO 
of MessageSherpa, an online communications 

company, and the executive vice president of Nautor’s 
Swan USA responsible for developing strategies 
and implementing sales, marketing, and customer 
service plans in the U.S.  Jack served for as a global 
sales and business development manager for IBM 
where he developed worldwide sales strategies and 
enablement programs.

An avid sailor, Gierhart sails both competitively 
and recreationally. In addition to circumnavigating 
Alaska and sailing much of the east and west coasts 
of the US, he has participated in the Fastnet race, 
numerous Bermuda races and enjoys racing Lasers, 
H12s, Shields, J/105s, and J/80s. He lives with his 
wife, two daughters and son in Marion, MA.
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Chuck Hawley
Panelist: One-Design Connecting with Industry

Chuck Hawley is lifelong sailor, having sailed 
approximately 40,000 miles on vessels ranging from 
ultralight “sleds” to single-handed sailboats to the 
maxi-catamaran PlayStation. 

Chuck is one of fi ve moderators of the U.S. Sailing 
Safety at Sea Seminars, and is also a Powerboat 
Instructor for US Sailing. He has done extensive 
research into crew overboard recovery, life raft design, 

anchor design, and storm tactics.  
Chuck has worked for West Marine for 27 years, 

and wrote many of the West Advisor articles that 
appear in West Marine’s catalogs and web sites. He 
is currently responsible for the product content on 
www.westmarine.com. He lives in Santa Cruz, CA 
with his wife Susan and fi ve daughters, and currently 
owns a Megabyte 14 sailboat and a 21’ Zodiac RIB.

Laura Jeffers
Networking Lunch Overview 
Lightning Boat Grant Program

Laura has been actively racing Lightnings for over 
20 years in the New England Area and more recently 
in Florida. She sails at the Fleet, Regional, National 
and International levels within many one-design 

classes. She has volunteered and worked for non-
profi t organizations over the past 10 years and she 
is the new Executive Secretary for the International 
Lightning Class Association. 

Gary Jobson
Why One-Design is Important and Essential in this Country

US SAILING president Gary Jobson is a world 
class sailor, television commentator and author. 
Gary has authored 16 sailing books and is Editor 
at Large of Sailing World and Cruising World 
magazines. Jobson produced the television broadcast 
of sailing at the 2008 Olympic Games on NBC. He 

has won many championships in one design classes, 
the America’s Cup with Ted Turner in 1977, the 
infamous Fastnet Race and many of the world’s ocean 
races.  In college he was an All-American sailor three 
times and was twice named College Sailor of the 
Year (1972, 1973).

Aimee Graham Heim
Wooden Boats – Collaboration of Classes to Build Members and 
Enthusiasm

Patty Lawrence
Welcome, Introductions, Door Prizes, ODSS … What’s it All About?
Annual Industry Report and One-Design Survey
Panelist: Clubs/Classes Working Together to Create Great Regattas

Patty Lawrence races Thistles with her family 
and would like to share that should one fi nd sailboat 
racing growing stale, adding a six and eight year old 
to the crew will add zest to any race course. Patty is 

thrilled to have served on the US SAILING Board 
of Directors. She has severed as One-Design Class 
Council Chair and Thistle Class President, and is 
the current secretary-treasurer of the TCA.



II-4               US SAILING ONE-DESIGN CLASS COUNCIL

Craig Leweck
Maximizing Your Internet Traffi c

Craig is best known as the editor and publisher 
of Scuttlebutt, a racing newsletter that has been 
providing daily sailing news by both e-newsletter 
and website since 1997. After 12 years in the one-
design sail making industry, came to understand the 
dynamics of fl eet building and class communication. 

Craig’s own successes include multiple national titles,  
an Olympic Tornado campaign and a victory at the 
1990 US SAILING Championship of Champions 
on Lake Tahoe, CA in Hobie 21s. Craig grew up in 
Los Angeles and Columbus, OH, and now resides 
in San Diego with his wife and two boys.

Tom Leweck
The Law of Unintended Consequences

Tom Leweck has been one of Southern California’s 
most visible sailing personalities for the more 
than four decades. He’s won ten National and 
North American Championships in one-design 
competition and is also a sought-after offshore 
navigator who’s completed seven Transpac Races 
and 60 long-distance races to Mexico.

Tom was a public relations executive for more 
than three decades.  For fi ve years he was the West 
Coast editor of Sailing World magazine and was 
the Press Offi cer for Team Dennis Conner’s 2000 
America’s Cup campaign. Citing his “outstanding 
Contributions to Yachting,” in 2003 Leweck was 
honored with US SAILING’s President’s Award.

Dieter Loibner
Class PR Manual

Dieter Loibner is the sailing editor for Soundings 
magazine and the editor of www.sailing-news.us. He 
was the North American correspondent of YACHT 
and YACHT Classic(Germany) and his work 
appeared in Cruising World, Sailing World, Sailing, 
Sea Kayaker, Trade Only, Wooden Boat (US), 

Classic Boat (UK), Nautique (Netherlands),Yachting 
News (Switzerland) and Yacht Revue (Austria). In 
his racing days he sailed Laser, Finn Dinghy, Star, 
Tornado, Hobie Cat, and the Nordic Folkboat. He 
is the author of Sustainable Sailing, The Folkboat 
Story and lives in Portland, Ore.

Jorge Martin-de-Nicolas
How to Increase Sailing in Your Area in 12 Easy Steps, Guaranteed!

When Jorge read the bios of the other ODSS 
presenters, he decided the best course of action was 
to admit that his greatest sailing accomplishment is 
that he was once in the same room as Gary Jobson. 

Jorge has not participated in a Transpac race (yet) 
but he once set foot on a sailboat that did. Jorge has 
not built a robotic sailboat to sail across the Atlantic 

Ocean in the Microtransat race (yet) but he once 
built a robotic car with his brothers and his friends 
for the DARPA Grand Challenge race sponsored 
by the U.S. Department of Defense.

Jorge races his J/24 in every regatta he gets a 
chance, and he once rounded the windward mark 
in fi fth place!

Lee Parks
Welcome, Introductions, Door Prizes – ODSS … What’s it All About?

Lee started in the marine industry in the early 
80’s working for AMF Alcort. For more than 20 
years, she has been US SAILING’s Inshore Director, 
working with yacht clubs, one-design classes and 
sailing organizations nationwide. Lee has extensive 
experience in event management in sailing as well as 

other sports. She serves on several community sailing 
boards. She has been an active one-design racer for 
more than 40 years. Lee never out grown her junior 
boat, a Sunfi sh, which she campaigns on the local 
circuit as well as the World level. 
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Chris Pretracco
Club Judge Workshop

Chris is a life-long sailor from Bay Head, NJ. 
Chris started out in small one-designs on the 
Metedeconk River and progressed into windsurfi ng 
and then collegiate sailing at St. Mary’s College of 
MD. Lately, he has raced various OD keelboats. 

Since attending college and running his fi rst team 
race over 20 years ago, Chris has been involved in 

race administration. He is a Certifi ed Regional Race 
Offi cer, Senior Judge and National Umpire. He 
has served on the Judges Committee, chaired the 
BBYRA Appeals Committee, and has taught many 
Judges Workshops. Chris is now the US SAILING 
Race Administration Director. Chris’ goal is to 
streamline the race administration process.

Dave Rosekrans
Small Boat Safety and Preparedness

Dave’s interest in safety developed over 20 years 
with the National Ski Patrol including patrol director 
and as an Outdoor Emergency Care instructor.  
For three years, Dave was Chair of the Cincinnati 
Chapter of the American Red Cross First Aid 
Committee, which provided fi rst responder care 
to 100 events each year including Riverfest with 
500,000 people attending.  The committee also 

covered the many courses taught by the Red Cross.  
Dave, a retired product development engineer 
from Procter & Gamble, is a Past-President of 
US SAILING and current President of the US 
SAILING Foundation. Dave is a 45 year Thistle 
racer at Cowan Lake Sailing Association, a small 
club near Cincinnati, OH. Dave has participated in 
the ISAF and the US Olympic Committees.

Tom Schock
Builder Working with Classes & Clubs to Grow the Sport
Panelist: One-Design Connecting with Industry

Tom Schock, president of the W.D. Schock 
Corporation, has been responsible for bringing to 
market about forty sailboats designs. Over the years, 
he has built approximately 13,000 sailboats. He has 
been intimately involved with the production of 
the innovative Schock 40, a high performance sport 
boat which is equipped with twin foils and canting 
ballast. This high-tech design received Sailing World 
Magazine’s 2001 “Boat of the Year” Award, “Most 
Innovative” boat and “Best Sport Boat” awards.

An extremely accomplished sailor, Tom crewed 
on the Columbia in the 1967 America’s Cup trials. 
He has actively campaigned many one-design boats 
and has won class championship regattas in Thistles, 
I-14s, Lido 14’s, Snowbirds, Santana 22’s, Santana 
20’s, and Schock 35. He has competed as the skipper 
of various offshore designs in numerous long distance 
races including two Transpacs, two Bermuda races, 
two Chicago-Mac events and approximately twenty-
fi ve Newport Beach to Ensenada races.

Doug Strumberger
Buliding Effective Class Websitesv

Doug Stumberger has been active in the one 
design racing community for over 20 years, racing 
in a variety of classes including the Thistle, J/24, and 
Laser. He is a past winner of the Thistle Hard Novice 
trophy, part of the winning crew in the Olson 30 class 
at 1999 SF NOODS, and a regular competitor as 
both driver and tactician on the Pacifi c Northwest 
Thistle circuit. He can also been found bashing 

about Seattle’s Shilshole Bay on his Laser for winter 
training. Stumberger has developed and marketed 
software for more years than he can remember, and 
four years ago started his third startup company, 
developing web sites using open source technology.  
He is one of the founders of the one design racing 
and sailing weather site www.raceonedesign.com. He 
lives in Seattle with his wife and daughter.
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Dwaine Trummert
Buliding Effective Class Websites

Dwaine Trummert’s one design racing is usually 
from the helm position of his Thistle or Laser. Other 
hobbies include cycling, photography, and soccer. 
Professionally, Trummert has worked as a software 
engineer for over 15 years, and brings wide experience 

in Web technologies to his clients. Dwaine and his 
wife, Deanne, a second generation Thistler, live in 
Tacoma, WA with their daughter, Dana.  He is one 
of the founders of the one design racing and sailing 
weather sitewww.raceonedesign.com

Ken Taylor
Online Registration & Class Database Management

Ken is President and founder of US SAILING 
Regatta Network which provides online registration 
and event management services for competitive 
sailing events. Ken is an active member of the 
Austin Yacht Club, actively campaigns a J/22 in the 
Southwest circuit and has been a member of the J/22 

class since 2003, and sailed Hobie 18s in Division 
6 of the North American Hobie Class association, 
for six years.  The heart of US SAILING Regatta 
Network was developed during Ken’s tenure as the 
Race Chairman at a central Texas yacht club.

Nick Turney
Go Fast Workshops

Nick grew up sailing on western Lake Erie out 
of North Cape Yacht Club.  As a young kid he 
decided he wanted to learn how to be a sail maker.  
Working for John Greiner and later Skip Dieball, he 
learned a lot about the profession and really enjoyed 
it.  He then took all those skills and applied them 
to my sailing.  Today he is the manager of North 

Sails Cleveland.  Besides running a sail loft he also 
races and coaches professionally.  He’s been in the 
sail making industry for about 10 years now, having 
helped many teams to the podium.  Classes he 
primarily races in include Lightning, Thistle, J22, 
J24, Highlander, Interlake, Melges 24, and Farr 40.

Diane Wenzel
Community Sailing & One-Designs

Diane established Westwind Sailing in 1987 to 
provide public access, community sailing and safe 
boating education at the Dana Point Youth & Group 
Facility.  Her award winning school has taught more 
than 30,000 students at the Dana Point location and 
an additional 3500 at extension sites in Southern 

California.  Her US Sailing affiliations include 
Chair of the Community Sailing Council, member 
of the HOD, level 1 Instructor Trainer & Powerboat 
Instructor.  Diane earned her BA in Recreation and 
Business Economics from CSULB and holds a 
USCG Master license.

Bill Stump
Moderator: Clubs/Classes Working Together to Create Great Regattas 
Moderator: One-Design Connecting with Industry

Bill has been on the US SAILING Board 
of Directors since 2006. He is a National Race 
Offi cer and Judge and a two-time winner of the St. 
Petersburg Trophy for the 2002 Star Worlds and 
2005 Star North Americans. He races a Star and 
was previously an A level Sailor-Athlete.

Bill is a principal in Mindshare International, 
a business recovery consultancy. Previously he 
was President and CFO, construction equipment 
dealerships; CFO/COO, general contractor – public 
sector construction; Operations Offi cer, US Navy; 
and Commodore of the California Yacht Club.
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“We enter races to fi nd an 
atmosphere which, like combat, 
stretches ability and endurance to 
the limit and allows character to 
emerge which can reach beyond those 
previous limits for that extra margin 
required for victory, where decisions 
must be made instantly and be 
coupled with competent execution of 
complex evolutions.  Where numerous 
variables must be integrated to derive 
tactics and strategy in interaction.”

Captain John B. Bonds, USN
Former Executive Director of US SAILING, 1940 – 2010
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One-Design Sailing 

Symposium

US SAILING 
Programs

“To insure safety at sea, the best that 
science can devise and that naval 
organization can provide must be 
regarded only as an aid, and never 
as a substitute for good seamanship, 
self-reliance, and sense of ultimate 
responsibility which are the fi rst 
requisites in a seaman and naval 
offi cer.”

Admiral Chester W. Nimitz 
Last Fleet Admiral of the US Navy, 1885 – 1966
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2010 US SAILING MEMBER CLASSES
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US SAILING ONE-DESIGN AWARDS
Nominate your favorite club, fl eet, regatta or one-design spark plug for a US SAILING One-
Design Award. Did your club run an outstanding multi-class regatta this year? Is there an 
exceptional person at your club who was responsible for making your fl eet grow? US SAILING 
wants to hear about it. 

Each year, up to fi ve awards are presented to recognize outstanding individuals and 
organizations in one-design sailing. The categories are: Service, Leadership, Club, Regatta, 
and Creativity. These awards highlight role models of creative leadership in one-design 
sailing. 

SERVICE for the John H. Gardiner, Jr. Trophy
To recognize individual distinguished service and exceptional dedication in the promotion of 
one-design sailing and class organization.

LEADERSHIP Award
To recognize individual initiative, enthusiasm, organizing ability and leadership in creating the 
one-design fl eet building program of the year.

REGATTA Award 
To recognize excellence in development, promotion and management of the year’s 
outstanding multi-class regatta at any level.

CLUB Award 
To recognize the yacht club of the year for administrative excellence, fl eet growth, creative 
programming, regatta support and member contribution at regional, national and international 
levels of the one-design.

CREATIVITY Award
To recognize outstanding individual creativity and contribution in the year’s most innovative 
one-design event of national or international signifi cance.

If you know of a deserving club, class or regatta, please take the time to make a nomination. 
Nominations may be made online at www.ussailing.org/odcc/awards/index.htm. Nominations 
are due October 15. For more information go to the web site or contact Lee Parks at leeparks@
ussailing.org. 



IV-4               US SAILING ONE-DESIGN CLASS COUNCIL



ONE-DESIGN SAILING SYMPOSIUM             IV-5



IV-6               US SAILING ONE-DESIGN CLASS COUNCIL

US SAILING’s ROLEX

YACHTSMAN and YACHTSWOMAN

of THE YEAR

BE A PART of HISTORY

US SAILING’s 2010 Rolex Yachtsman 
and Yachtswoman of the Year awards 
recognize one male sailor and one 
female sailor for their outstanding 
achievements within the calendar year. 
These prestigious awards are viewed 
as the nation’s top sailing honors.

previous winners include

                  Betsy Alison     Dennis Conner 
                 Sally Barkow    Ted Hood   

                      JJ Isler     John Kostecki  
           Lynne Jewell     Buddy Melges 

       Dawn Riley     Ken Read 
Anna Tunnicliffe     Ted Turner

make your nomination at home.ussailing.org/yofy  

home.ussailing.org/yofy  

Make your nomination for the best 
American Sailors of 2010. By making 
a nomination you automatically 
enter our sweepstakes to win two 
tickets to the awards ceremony at 
the New York Yacht Club with 
travel and accommodations provided.
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2011 US SAILING CHAMPIONSHIPS
6/12/11
6/13

U.S. Youth Multihull Championship
F 16

Alamitos Bay Yacht Club
7201 E Ocean Blvd
Long Beach, CA 90803 4551

Jamie Livingston

6/15/11
6/18

U.S. Multihull Championship
F 16

Alamitos Bay Yacht Club
7201 E Ocean Blvd
Long Beach, CA 90803 4551

David Ingram

6/25/11
6/30

U.S. Junior Women's Singlehanded
Championship
Laser Radial Rig Registration opens March 1.

Richmond Yacht Club
PO Box 70295
Point Richmond, CA 94801

Carolen
Amarante

7/9/11 7/14 U.S. Junior Women's Doublehanded
Championship
Club 420 Registration opens March 1.

Mantoloking Yacht Club, Bay
Head Yacht Club
PO Box 885
Mantoloking, NJ 08738 0885

Carolen
Amarante

7/21/11
7/24

U.S. Singlehanded Championships
Laser Full Rig,Laser Radial Rig
All eliminations must be concluded by June 22, 2011.
Minimum age is 16.

Columbia Gorge Racing
Association
PO Box 19175
Portland, OR 97280

Jarvis Brecker

8/9/11 8/12 U.S. Junior Championships
Flying Scot , Club 420, Laser Radial Rig

Toms River Yacht Club
1464 Riviera Ave
Toms River, NJ 08753 6974

Joe Thorpe

8/14/11
8/18

U.S. Youth Sailing Championship
Laser Full Rig,Club 420,29er,Laser Radial Rig
Applications will open by January 15th

New York YC, Ida Lewis YC & Sail
Newport
60 Fort Adams Dr
Newport, RI 02840 4388

Shannon Bush

8/27/11 9/1 US SAILING's Rolex International Women's
Keelboat Championship
J/22

Rochester Yacht Club
5555 Saint Paul Blvd
Rochester, NY 14617 1099

Chris Dorsey

9/23/11
9/25

U.S. Offshore Championship
Navy 44

U.S. Naval Academy Sailing
Squadron
601 Brownson Rd
Annapolis, MD 21402 5043

John Siegel

9/22/11
9/25

U.S. Disabled Championship
Sonar,2.4 Meter,Skud 18, Ideal 18

Larchmont Yacht Club
1 Woodbine Ave
Larchmont, NY 10538 3797

Ed Padin

9/29/11
10/2

U.S. Team Racing Championship
Vanguard 15

Houston Yacht Club
3620 Miramar Drive
La Porte, TX 77572 1276

Glenn Oliver

10/6/11
10/9

U.S. Women's and U.S. Men's Sailing
Championships
Flying Scot/ Ultimate 20

Lake Norman Yacht Club
PO Box 4600
Mooresville, NC 28117 2600

Don Smith

10/12/11
10/16

U.S. Match Racing Championship Balboa Yacht Club
1801 Bayside Dr
Corona del Mar, CA 92625 1898

John
Papadopoulos

10/19/11
10/22

Championship of Champions
Flying Scot All one design class champions are
welcome to apply

Corinthian Sailing Club
PO Box 180087
Dallas, TX 75218 0087

Bob Gough

11/10/11
11/13

U.S. Women's Match Racing Championship
J/22

Southern Yacht Club
105 N Roadway St
New Orleans, LA 70124 1633

Suzy Leech

For more information, visit our website at http://championships.ussailing.org
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Sailor Athlete Council 

How We Can Help You and Why You Should Register as a Sailor Athlete 

The Sailor Athlete Council (SAC) is the most direct representation active racers have at US 
SAILING. If you want to make a change or discuss a concern about your level of racing, the SAC is 
your hotline with US SAILING. Here’s why… 

THE SAC REPRESENTS ATHLETES, NOT ORGANIZATIONS
Much of the representation at US SAILING is organized around a class, a Regional Sailing 
Association, or a racing discipline (such as team racing). The SAC is the only vehicle for an 
individual or group of individuals to be heard as individuals, not as members of an organization. 
This is significant because issues like ISAF competitor classification, and the manner in which those 
classifications are administered, affect us as individual athletes, not just as members of individual 
classes. For example, the J-105, Etchells, Mumm 30 or Farr 40 Class all use the ISAF competitor 
classification system and their rulings affect individual sailors. This is only one of many examples of 
how the SAC can represent your views. 

Our sport is changing all the time, and in some cases, it may be changing in ways that many active 
sailors do not agree with. US SAILING is the National Governing Body for the sport of sailing and 
strongly supports the SAC’S mission to include the views of active racing sailors and wants the 
involvement of new, younger, active sailboat racers in managing our sport. 

US SAILING Former President Janet Baxter has said the following on the topic: “We need 
to get better and younger as an organization. I support wholeheartedly what the 
Sailor Athlete Council is trying to do. We want more people involved, we want to 
hear what you like and don’t like, and we want your help improving the sport. I 
am a registered athlete, and if you race actively, you should be also.” 

HOW CAN THE SAC MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD?
The elected members of the SAC are your representatives at US SAILING. US SAILING now 
requires that Committees include a minimum number of Sailor Athletes. In short, US SAILING is 
listening to you and now has guaranteed it!

DID YOU KNOW… 

If you are an active racer on the national or international level, you are probably eligible to 
register as a Sailor Athlete.
All registered Sailor Athletes are entitled to vote for their SAC representatives. The Council 
consists of a maximum of 14 members.  
All registered Sailor Athletes are also eligible to be nominated and elected to the Council.  
The Council elects its own Chairperson and a SAC member sits on US SAILING’S Nominating 
Committee.

Register Today and Begin to Make a Difference 
Registration can be completed online. Join us in our effort to make the voices of Sailor Athletes 
heard within US SAILING. You can learn more about the process, how to register and the various 
athlete definitions at http://about.ussailing.org/Directory/Councils/Sailor_Athlete_Council.htm. 
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SIMPLE, VERY SIMPLE.

The Racing Rules of Sailing for 

2009-2012 is now available 

on Android phones. This 

application is still available 

for the iPhone,TM iPad and 

iPod Touch.SM through the 

App Store. Now the rules 

are in the palm of your hand, 

no matter where you are. 

Available for $5.99.

The Handy Guide to the Racing 

Rules is an easy to understand 

guide that is essential to 

beginners and experienced 

racers alike. Pocket-sized and 

visual, this little pamphlet 

can quickly introduce you to 

the rules, or clarify rules that 

have been a little unclear.  

Available for $5.95 through 

store.ussailing.org.

Available on 
the App Store

THREE NEW WAYS TO 
ACCESS AND UNDERSTAND 
THE RACING RULES.

Apple, the Apple logo and iPod touch are trademarks of Apple, Inc, registered in the US and 
other countries. iPhone is a trademark of Apple, Inc. Apple Store is a service mark of Apple, Inc.

ussailing.org

1-800-USSAIL1

COOL, VERY COOL.




